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While rarely discussed
in public, the
“reverse anal fuck”
is something
for which katoey
are known.

tions. Moreover, katoey attract men who
want to be penctrated. Although some
katoey cover complete sex change surgery,
just as many have no desire to lose their
male organ. While such graphic erotic
details are rarely discussed in public, the
“reverse anal fuck” is something for which
katoey are known,

Cerrainly, the hate-motivated bashings
and murders found in the United States are
largely absenc in Thailand, as are religious
teachings which nterpret transgenderism
as a sin. Nevertheless, a great deal of pain
lies beneach the aroey’s beauty. Thai soci-
ety 1s not nearly as rtolerant as it seems to
outsiders, or as utopic as romanticized
press portrayals sometimes make it appear.

While Buddhism does not condemn
transgenderism as sinful, many Thais
believe that a person born as a Aatoey com-
mitted adulcery in a former life. This
working through of one’s bad karma
engenders pity, rather than hatred, but it
still creates a scigma. While some families
promote their sons’ development as katoey,
others feel deeply ashamed. I have spoken
with Thais who say chat chey admire karoey
and have them as friends, yet can't stand
the thought of having one as a child. And
I have heard too many stories of parents
who attempt to rid their sons of effeminace

behavior through
violent beatings
Kartoey also face
job discrimination
While working as a
shopkeeper or hair-
dresser is soc tally
acceptable, £aroey
who aspire to jobs
as teachers, doctors,
government workers

or other professions



By Andrew Matzner

very expat living in Bangkok or Chiang
Mai has his own set of anecdotes to trot
out for fellow Westerners—stories of cross-
cultural misunderstandings and confusions.
But there’s a favorite among men: the
time he took home a stunning woman,
only to discover (or be told by friends the
next day) she wasn't born thac way. Given
the international reputation of Thai trans-
sexuals (known as karoey) for feminine
beauty, it's easy to sympachize wich the i A ¢ 3 i
bewildered bloke. ‘ ; . 3 o
Thais themselves
debate who is more
beautiful, “real”
women or katoey. A
few years ago, the
promoters of the Miss
Tiffany katoey pageant
began staging their




Even if a katoey
undergoes
complete sex change,
she will legally
remain a “Mr." on
official documents.

often find their way blocked by deep-seat-
ed prejudice. And while there are no laws
which curtail che freedom of karoey to dress
or live as women, there is one regulation
that can be problematic: Thais are not
permitted to change their sex on official
documents. Even if a datocy undergoes a
complete sex change operation, she will
legally remain a “Mr.” on everything from
her driver’s license to her passport.

Life can be difficult for a katoey who
wants to sectle down with a man, since
Thai society places a high value on tradi-
tional family and children. Apasara, a
katoey in her early twenties, once told me,
“It’s very hard for people like me to find
true love. A man would like children, and
1 cannot be @ mother. No matter how
beautiful we are, no matter how close we
are to being a real woman—one day a man
will wane to find a real woman to be the
mother of his children,

For Apasara, who once made it to the
finals (out of two thousand applicants) of
a spokesmodel search only to be dismissed
once the judges heard her voice, Thailand
18 no paradise. For her, heaven seems to
lie across the ocean, in the United States.
“1 feel more comfortable around foreign
men,” she muses, combing her long blac
hair and sighing. “That’s why I want to 80

to America, to find
a4 man to Pr()[k'l(
me, who can be my
husband, my boy-
friend. Sex...It’s not
unimportant, bue
I'd like someone to

care of me, o
see that | am a good
person-—cthac [ wil]
always be faithful in
my love,”




